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Lynch Bustin Elementary School
At Lynch-Bustin Elementary we are so happy
to announce our success with our recent fundraising
project. All of the 5th grade students in Mrs. Greer &
Dr. Bresser’s ELA classes completed a literature study
of the book, A Long Walk To Water by Linda Sue
Park. The students loved the book and decided to do a
fundraising project to donate money to the
organization Water for South Sudan. The organization
was founded by the main character in the story, Salva
Dut. This organization builds wells to supply people in
South Sudan with clean water instead of the dirty
water they have. Dirty water can kill people and it also
spreads diseases. Last year we raised just over $1,000
for the organization.
This year the students wanted to raise more
than last year so they set a goal of $1,800. We
completed a series of fundraising “Wildcat Water
Wednesdays” to raise money. We had a school-wide
pajama day in which the students paid $2 to wear their
pajamas to school. We raised money by collecting
over 200 pairs of gently used sneakers to donate to
people in countries of poverty, we did a 50-50 teacher
raffle, teachers donated and participated in dress down
days, and we collected change with a penny wars
competition. The conclusion of our fundraising project
included some fun entertainment with PIES IN THE
FACE for Dr. Bresser & Mr. Toscano.
Since we raised over $1,000 we are entered in a contest to win an opportunity to meet Salva Dut or Linda
Sue Park. We will find out in mid-April if we are a winner. However, I consider these students and our
entire school winners regardless because we not only reached our goal, but also surpassed it. I am thrilled to
share that we have raised $2,553 this year! It has been such a rewarding experience to see the students so
excited about reading the novel because they have a real connection to it and they know they're doing
something wonderful for those in need. Thank you to all who have helped support this cause! You can learn
more about the book and the cause by visiting the following website: www.waterforsouthsudan.org.
Mrs. Greer
5th Grade Teacher
Lynch-Bustin Elementary School
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Harlan Rowe Middle School
On Thursday, February 20th, Bradford
County Commissioner Ed Bustin spent his
morning meeting with Dr. JAM's 8th grade
American History I students at Harlan
Rowe. The students are learning about
political
parties,
the
branches
of
government,
and
the
powers
of
the Constitution. Commissioner Bustin
shared with the students how county
government serves our communities on the
local, state, and national levels. In addition,
students asked Commissioner Bustin a host
of questions on a variety of subjects that
interest them, including inquiring about
more activities for our youth, the heroin
epidemic, programs for students and
families in poverty, and how to help those
with mental health needs.
Jessica Attardo D.Ed.
Social Studies Faculty
Harlan Rowe Middle School

Poison Prevention Program at SRU
SRU Elementary School recently hosted a group of presenters from the Arnot Ogden Medical Center
Auxiliary for a lesson on Poison Prevention for kindergarten and first grade students. The theme of the
presentation was, “If you don’t know what it is, stay away.” Presenters helped students examine common
household objects and identify if each object is okay or if they should stay away.
Volunteers encourage adults to teach children the following tips:
If you don’t know what it is, STAY AWAY from it. Ask a grown-up.
It can look good, feel good, smell good, or taste good, and it could still be poison.
According to information distributed at the presentation, adults should be especially careful about
medication. Medical poisoning affects a child every 8 minutes in the United States, with e-cigarette refills
and tobacco products posing a notable risk for children.

Any incidents of poisoning or suspected poisoning
should be immediately reported by calling 1-800-2221222 to reach the nearest Poison Center.
More information about poison prevention can be
found at www.upstatepoison.org
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Welcome to Disney
Welcome To Disney: Sitting Day for the 6th
Grade FACS Students
In FACS 6, there is a unit on Child Development.
Once the students have learned about the different
Ages and Stages of Development with the
children, we invite the kindergarten or first grade
students to come and join us for a 30 minute
session for a sitting day. When the little ones
come to the 6th grade classroom, the 6th graders
are in charge of a younger student to help guide
them through the activities of the day. We did a
Disney Theme this semester which included
different worksheets for counting, shapes, dot-todot puzzles, mazes, information sheets, and a
memory game. There were four classes that came
to our room in the Fall and another four classes
that came to the room in the Spring.
Toni Shaw
FACS Teacher

Harlan Rowe Middle School earns Title I Distinguished School
Each year, the Division of Federal Programs honors the top performing Title I schools in Pennsylvania.
There are two Categories of Title I Distinguished Schools:
Schools performing in the top 5% in Achievement during the two most recently completed academic
years OR Schools performing in the top 5% in Growth during the two most recently completed academic years; and
Schools attaining the greatest gains in Achievement in the All Students Group.
Using these criteria, Harlan Rowe Middle School has been designated a Title I Distinguished School for the
2019-2020 school year. HRMS Principal James Schmieg stated that he is “extremely proud of the hard work
and effort the students and teachers put forth on a daily basis”.
The Pennsylvania Department of Education, Division of Federal Programs and Pennsylvania Association of
Federal Program Coordinators (PAFPC) will honor Harlan Rowe Middle School at the 2020 Title I Improving Schools’ Performance Conference on Monday, January 27th in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

SOLE (Self-Organized Learning Environment)
Mrs. Mosher’s 3rd graders, along with help from Mrs. Thornton, recently teamed up to complete a SOLE
lesson. SOLE stands for Self-Organized Learning Environment. The object of a SOLE lesson is for students
to lead themselves on a process of exploration, discovery, and peer coaching to learn new information.
Students were given a Big Question, “What is the best continent to live on?”
Students worked collaboratively in groups of 4 to research, create and present their work. Some groups
created Google Slideshows and others chose to write essays. All groups were required to give a 2-minute
presentation after investigating the big question. After the presentation, students reflected on the lesson and
discussed what they could do better next time. They are excited for another SOLE lesson soon!
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Special Services Department
The Athens Area School District provides an extensive range
of educational services and supports for students with special
needs within our schools. These needs can be addressed
through a regular education class; inclusion in a regular class
with supportive services; a special education class; or a
special program. To develop an effective educational
program for each student, identification activities are
available to discover individual strengths and weaknesses.
This is done with specially trained personnel having the goal
of choosing an appropriate educational setting for each child.
The identification process can be initiated by the school or
by parent request. Our district is committed to providing
each student the opportunity to maximize their individual
learning potential. Thus, we provide a continuum of
educational settings to accommodate each student.
Athens Area School District adheres to The Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Pennsylvania Chapter
14 regulations when determining eligibility for services.
There are 13 different categories of disabilities looked at
when determining if a student is eligible for special
education services. While this list provides broad
classifications, there are many different disabilities that exist
within these categories.
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Autism
Deaf/Blindness
Emotional Disturbance
Gifted
Hearing Impairment including Deafness
Intellectually Disabled
Multiple Disabilities
Orthopedic Impairment
Other Health Impairment
Specific Learning Disability
Speech or Language Impairment
Traumatic Brain Injury
Visual Impairment, including Blindness

·

Dental Exams are required and offered to students in
grades 1, 3, and 7.
Physical Exams are required and offered to students
in kindergarten and grades 6 and 11.
In addition, Athens Area School District routinely
conducts screenings, as prescribed in section 1402 of
the PA School Code, of:
·

Hearing Acuity: kindergarten through 3rd
grade, 7th and 11th grades, referrals from
other grades as well as parent requests, for
all students prior to a psychological
evaluation

·

Vision Acuity: kindergarten through 12th
grade as well as at all kindergarten
registrations, and by parent request, for all
students prior to a psychological evaluation

·

Speech and Language Assessments: through
referrals, parent requests, and screenings for
kindergarten and 3rd grade students.

·

Dental Exams are required and offered to
students in grades 1, 3, and 7.

·

Physical Exams are required and offered to
students in kindergarten and grades 6 and
11.

Gross motor and fine motor skills, academic skills,
social/emotional skills are assessed by classroom
teachers on an on-going basis. Specified needs from
all of these screening sources are noted within the
child’s official file. These confidential school
records are always open to parents, and only
available to school officials who have a legitimate
‘need to know’ information about the child.
Further information about these procedures,
information about early intervention services, or
specific special education services may be obtained
by contacting:

Once a student is determine to be eligible for Special
Education Supports and Services the following Supports are
available to students of Athens Area School District:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

·

Autistic Support
Emotional Support
Gifted Support
Hearing Support
Learning Support
Life Skills Support
Multiple Disability Support
Speech & Language Support
Vision Support

Mr. Erick Cummings, Director of Special Services
Special Services Office
570-888-7766 ext. 4291
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Read Across America Week
Students at SRU celebrated a love of reading during Read
Across America Week to kick off the month of March.
The efforts were led by Reading Specialists Ashley Raynor
and Miriam Ling, as well as Librarian Kimberly
Zdanowicz.
Students showed spirit by dressing up for theme days
throughout the week, such as wearing crazy socks for Fox
in Sox day and dressing as their favorite literary character.
4th grade students visited Head Start students to share their
favorite books. The week culminated with a visit from
local storyteller Rand Whipple from Box of Light Studio.

SRU Students Learn about Weather
WETM Meteorologist Shelby Clark recently visited 4th
graders at SRU Elementary School to teach students about
the science of weather and how meteorologists make forecasts.
Students had the opportunity to ask Ms. Clark questions
about how forecasts are made. They especially enjoyed
sharing their homemade anemometers with her. Each class
was featured on the Weather Wisdom segment of the
WETM news program. These clips can be viewed at the
link below.
https://www.mytwintiers.com/tag/sru-elementary-school/

Hess Truck Grant
Dr. Bresser’s fifth-grade class at Lynch-Bustin
Elementary School was recently awarded the 2019 Hess
Tow Truck Rescue Team Grant. This unique opportunity
allows students to experience hands-on learning that
involves STEM concepts while having practical fun. The
grant equips fifth-grade students with twelve individual
Tow Truck units that consist of a large tow truck and a
smaller tow truck. The trucks are accompanied by a
curriculum that focuses on force, motion, friction, energy,
and simple and complex machines, all while exploring
pragmatic transportation issues. Students will learn to
experiment with hydraulic booms, investigate tire friction,
commercial driver’s licenses, vehicle load capacity, costs
involved with the towing business, the use of maps, safely
navigating an accident scene, fuel efficiency, and road
surfaces. The potential this grant offers to students
involves the application of real-world knowledge on
numerous levels. Therefore, we owe our thanks to the
Hess Corporation and the Baylor College of Medicine who
collaboratively made this grant possible.
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One Act
Our One Act Team competed at states recently. They finished fourth overall!! Attached is a picture of
Eleanor Carroll (left) and Phoenix Jacobson (right) who earned the prestigious “All State Cast” Award. Our
own professional staff member and One Act Advisor, Jennifer Evans actually wrote and directed this
production!
Behind Closed Doors –
Written and Directed by Jen Evans

Tech Crew supervised by Mr. Wagaman

In an average American town, an average American high school class is interrupted by the unthinkable – a
school shooting. The play focuses on the aftermath of the tragedy and takes a look inside the minds of those
directly affected.
Cast

Crew

Alexandria Agnellio – Teacher
Lauren Walter – Officer
Matthew Thorton – Father
Phoenix Jacboson – Sister
Summer Eldridge – Student 1
Ellie Carroll – Student 2
Payten Myers – Student 3
Charley Cain – Student 4
Mason Oldroyd – Assailant

Elizabeth Carey - Lights
Jonathan Ayres - Sound
Tom McDonald - Sound
Abby Gifeisman - Props
Katie Lynch – Props

Both the cast and crew worked diligently together to bring this one act play to life. They were creative and
involved in the process, coming up with unique ideas for staging, costumes, lighting, and props. Eleanor
Carroll and Phoenix Jacobson both earned the prestigious “All State Cast” Award – this is only awarded to 8
out of all the actors at the competition.

Third Grade Science
Third grade at Lynch Bustin was bursting with excitement as we began
to learn about the scientific process! Students were able to use inquiry
to learn how scientific tools and concepts worked. By answering
questions, the scientific process was discovered! We began our study
with building towers using gummy hearts and tooth picks. Through
trial and error, our third grade scientists were able to understand how
gravity works and how to perfectly balance and support weight to build
a tower that would not fall. We continued to question the experiments
we did by creating a hypothesis using water, both cold and hot, and
soda to dissolve the candy shell on a Skittle. We used close
observation to record the experiment and found the results were a bit
shocking! Our final experiment during this unit was learning about
different liquids and how chemical reactions work. We used milk and
food coloring to see the colors disperse. The results were rainbow
patterns in the milk, however, when we added dish soap to the end of a
cotton swap and touched the tip to one of the colors…..well, we were
amazed at what happened! We won’t spoil the surprise. Try it for
yourself!
Tressa Heffron
3rd Grade
Lynch Bustin Elementary
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HOW DO I...make a comment or address a concern? THIS is where you should go:
CONCERN

ATHLETICS

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

STEP 4

Coach or Physical
Education Teacher

Supervisor of
Athletics and Youth
Programs

Principal

Superintendent of
Schools
Craig Stage

John Sullivan
BUDGET

Business Manager
Brendon
Hitchcock

Superintendent of
Schools
Craig Stage

CURRICULUM

Teacher

Guidance Counselor

Principal

Director of
Curriculum and
Instruction
Jamie Schuler

DISCIPLINE
ISSUES

Teacher

Assistant Principal

Principal

Superintendent of
Schools
Craig Stage

Building Secretary /
Athletic Director

Principal

Procurement / Tax
Officer
Christine
Middlecamp

Business Manager
Brendon
Hitchcock

MEDICAL

Nurse

Principal

Superintendent of
Schools
Craig Stage

SPECIAL
EDUCATION

Special Education /
Classroom Teacher

Principal

Special Education
Director
Erick Cummings

Superintendent of
Schools
Craig Stage

STUDENT
CONCERNS

Teacher

Guidance Counselor

Principal

Superintendent of
Schools
Craig Stage

TRANSPORTATION

Bus Driver

Transportation
Lynda Harkness

Business Manager
Brendon
Hitchcock

Superintendent of
Schools
Craig Stage

FACILITIES USE–
FOR BUILDINGS OR
ATHLETIC EVENTS

STEP 5

Superintendent of
Schools
Craig Stage

Superintendent of
Schools
Craig Stage

Contacts
Superintendent

Craig Stage

570-888-7766 ext. 4347

Business Manager

Brendon Hitchcock

570-888-7766 ext. 4249

Special Education Director

Erick Cummings

570-888-7766 ext. 4291

Director of Curriculum and Instruction

Jamie Schuler

570-888-7766 ext. 4251

Supervisor of Athletics and Youth Programs

John Sullivan

570-888-7766 ext. 4252

High School Principal

Corey Mosher

570-888-7766 ext. 2222

High School Assistant Principal

Stephen Boyce

570-888-7766 ext. 2223

Harlan Rowe Principal

James Schmieg

570-888-7766 ext. 3263

Harlan Rowe Assistant Principal

Brian Wilcox

570-888-7766 ext. 3261

Lynch Bustin Elementary Principal

John Toscano

570-888-7766 ext. 1255

SRU Elementary Principal

Peter Henning

570-888-7766 ext. 6006

Transportation / Enrollment Coordinator

Lynda Harkness

570-888-7766 ext. 4104

Procurement / Tax Collection Officer

Christine Middlecamp

570-888-7766 ext. 4279
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School Closings
When inclement weather or an emergency
strikes, please check the district website at
athensasd.org or listen to Radio Stations:
WAVR 102.1 FM, WHGL 1310 AM or 100.3
FM. TV Stations: WETM (18/34) Elmira,
WENY, Elmira (36), WNEP Wilkes-Barre (16).
Under some conditions, school may be
dismissed early. Parents & employees are called
on the School Info App System. All parents
should develop a plan for child supervision in
case of such an event. Please do not call the
school as this ties up the telephone lines to
contact bus drivers, teachers, etc. Thank you.

Early Dismissal Times

Start And Dismissal Times

2019-20 School Day:

2019-20 School Day:
Elementary Schools

8:00 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.

Middle School

8:00 a.m. – 2:50 p.m.

High School

7:59 a.m. – 2:55 p.m.

Elementary Schools

8:00 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.

Middle School

8:00 a.m. – 12:50 p.m.

High School

7:59 a.m. – 12:55 p.m.

* Two Hour Delay — School Begins at 10:00 a.m.
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